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For years, advocates have been sounding the alarm about the dangers of 
locking young people away in solitary confinement. Juveniles can be 
placed in solitary for months at a time, or for a single day, and during that time 
they may spend as many as 22 hours a day isolated in a small concrete cell, 
their only human contact with facility staff. Often they are not allowed even a 
book to pass the time. The cell door may be unlocked once a day for "hygiene" 
and exercise.



A 2012 report jointly published by the 
American Civil Liberties Union and 
Human Rights Watch, "Growing Up 
Locked Down," found that:

because juveniles “are still 
developing, traumatic 

experiences like solitary 
confinement may have a 

profound effect on their chance 
to rehabilitate and grow."

A recent letter to U.S. 
Attorney General Eric Holder 
that was signed by 40 advocacy 
groups called on Holder to 
prohibit the use of solitary 

confinement on youth in 
federal custody."The practice is not 

only cruel, but 
counterproductive for 

both rehabilitation 
and facility security."



While most 
advocacy 

groups are 
campaigning for 

a prohibition 
against the 

solitary 
confinement of 

juveniles, 
another 

organization is 
taking a 

different 
approach -- 
working to 

cease entirely 
the creation of 
spaces intended 

for solitary 
confinement in 
both juvenile 

and adult 
facilities.

Raphael Sperry, president of 
Architects/Designers/Planners 

for Social Responsibility 
(ADPSR)

The core of 
professional ethics 

for architects revolves 
around protecting public 

health, safety and 
welfare.

ADPSR launched 
a campaign last 
year to amend 
the American 
Institute of 

Architects' (AIA
) Code of Ethics 
to "prohibit the 

design of 
spaces for 

killing, 
torture, and 

cruel, inhuman 
or degrading 
treatment," 

including those 
to be used for 

solitary 
confinement -- 

what Sperry 
calls the 

“architecture 
of isolation.” 
Currently, the 

AIA Code of 
Ethics calls on 
architects only 

to “uphold 
human rights in 

all their 
endeavors.”

http://solitarywatch.com/2013/04/15/opposing-the-architecture-of-isolation-architects-against-solitary-confinement/
http://solitarywatch.com/2013/04/15/opposing-the-architecture-of-isolation-architects-against-solitary-confinement/


Especiall
y ... where it’s clear 

from the outset that human 
rights will be violated when 
[the space designed by the 

architect is] used as 
intended.

That doesn’t seem to be 
the sum total of architects’ 

responsibilities when it comes to 
human rights. 

If we are 
committed to human rights, 

which is the language the AIA 
chose [and] which I still support, 

that links us to the whole 
international human rights 

system.

That means 
we should take seriously 

what the United Nations 
says.



Juan Mendez, U.N. Special 
rapporteur on torture, 
speaking before the u.n. 
general assembly's third 

committee in 2011.

Solitary 
confinement is a harsh 

measure which is contrary 
to rehabilitation, the aim 

of the penitentiary 
system

Considering the 
severe mental pain or 

suffering solitary 
confinement may cause, it 
can amount to torture or 

cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or 

punishment ...



Sperry says that 
adding the ADPSR’s 

proposed ban to the 
AIA’s Code of Ethics 

would give 
architects a solid 
footing from which 
they could refuse 
to design isolation 
spaces, while also 

educating their 
clients and helping 
them build better 

facilities.

If the ban is not in place a 
client could simply move on to 

the next architect.

But if they 
know the next guy has the 

same ethics code that you do, 
then you can have that 

conversation, and you can 
prevail. I think it’s really 

necessary.

Ultimately, I’d like 
to see people do more than 
just avoid the worst human 

rights abuses that our clients 
-- that justice systems -- 

can do.

There are a lot 
of things that you can 

do in juvenile halls that 
are extremely unpleasant and 

that make for really bad 
outcomes for kids, and that 

create a lot of human suffering, 
but that wouldn’t be human 

rights violations. It’s not like 
we should stop at the point 

of, ‘We didn’t violate 
anyone’s human 

rights.


